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petuate, the customs and manners of their forefathers must be 
gratifying to all those, who love the land that gave them birth. 
I remain your's, respectfully, 
Newman Street, Oct. 11, 1820. John Parry. 

GWYNEDD1GION SOCIETY.— The Eisteddfod of this 
society, which was to have been held at St. Asaph on the 21st of 
September, did not take place, owing to an unlucky accident in 
the transmission of the poems from London. Yet, several per- 
sons attended ; and Sir E. P. Lloyd, Bart., who had kindly pro- 
mised to take the chair on the occasion, was also there. Since 
that time the society has announced by public advertisement, that 
the prize for the best poem has been adjudged to the Rev. Edw. 
Hughes, of Bodfary, the same gentleman, who was the successful 
candidate last year*. In consequence of this second triumph, a 
silver chain, in addition to the society's medal, has been voted to 
Mr. Hughes on the present occasion. In order to avoid a recur- 
rence of the disappointment, experienced at St. Asaph, and like- 
wise to ensure a respectable attendance, it has been resolved, that 
the Gwyneddigion medal shall, in future, be awarded on the 
second day of the Eisteddfod for Powys or Gwynedd. The deci- 
cision of the prize for 1821 will, accordingly, be made next year 
at Caernarvon. *»* 

LITERATURE. 

Biography Among the deficiencies, of which there is so 

much ground of complaint in the literature of Wales, next to a 
national history, a national biographical work is, unquestionably, 
the most important. The only publication of this kind, that has 
hitherto appeared, is the Cambrian Biography, by Mr. Owen 
Pughe, a book undoubtedly of considerable merit and utility, but 
necessarily confined, in most instances, from the nature of its 
plan, to mere outlines of the lives, which it records. It has, in 
consequence, been imagined, that a selection, upon a more 
enlarged scale, of the lives of those distinguished Welshmen, who 
have, at various periods, conferred any celebrity on the Princi- 
pality, would prove a desirable and interesting accession to the 
literature of the country. In furtherance of this suggestion, it is 
now proposed to publish a work of this description, under the 
title of the Cambrian Pluta p.ch, to embrace only the lives of 
t(he most eminent individuals. With this view the following 

* Sec Cambro-Britox, vol. i, pp. 115 and 163. 
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names have been selected, although it is probable, that, upon a 
more mature reflection, some changes may, hereafter, be made. 
The list, however, in an alphabetical order, stands, at present, 
as follows :— 

Aneurin. Giraldus Cambrensis. Owain Gwynedd. 

Arthur. Goronw Owen. Owen Tudor. 

Aserius Menevensis. Groflydd ab Cynan. Thomas Pennant, esq. 
Caradog of Llancar- Hywel Dda. Dr. J. Davydd Rhys. 

van. RobertLloyd,of Fron, Rev. Peter Roberts. 

St. David (Dewi.) (the English poet.) Rev. Henry Rowland. 

Dr. John Davies. Rev. Edward Llwyd. Taliesin. 
Davydd ab Gwilym. Humphrey Llwyd. Sir Rhys ab Thomas. 
Rev. Evan Evans. Llywarch Hen. Robert Vaughan, esq. 

Sir David Gam. LlywelynabGruffydd.Sir John Wynn, of 

GeonreyofMonmouthOwain Glyndwr. Gwydir. 

It will readily occur to those, whoare at all conversant with 
literary undertakings, that in the one, here contemplated, a consi- 
derable portion of labour and time must be required for its com- 
pletion. Much, however, in this respect, will depend on the 
assistance the projector may receive in the progress of his work; 
and, as the task he proposes is so peculiarly national, he hopes 
he may rely upon a national co-Operation towards its accomplish- 
ment He, therefore, humbly, but earnestly requests, that such 
individuals, as may have it in their power to promote the plan, 
by any information respecting the celebrated characters above 
named, would have the kindness to favour him with their 
communications, addressed, for the present, to the Editor of the 
Cambro-Briton, " for the Cambrian Plutarch." 

Scarce Books. — It is somewhat surprising, considering 
the literary spirit, by which the Principality appears to be ani- 
mated, that more exertions are not made towards a republication 
of those old works, which are generally admitted to be amongst 
the most valuable in Welsh literature, and the scarcity of which is 
as generally regretted. One or two private undertakings of this 
nature have indeed been announced* ; but it does not appear, 
whether they have experienced adequate encouragement or not, 
— and, without a proper indemnity in this respect, it cannot be 
supposed, that private individuals would incur so serious a risk. 

* This has allusion to projected republication of Dr. J. D. Rhys's Grammar 
and Dr. Davies's Dictionary, as noticed in the former volume of the Cambro- 
Briton. 
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The task, in truth, belongs more properly to those public 
societies, which have been established professedly for this, 
amongst other national objects. And it cannot be denied, that 
by a republication of our most scarce and most valuable works, 
and by a publication of some of our ancient MSS., they would 
confer a far more essential benefit on the cause of Welsh learning, 
than if they were to hold an Eisteddfod every month in the year. 
Such meetings, no doubt, have their utility ; but it is trifling and 
evanescent, in comparison with that, which must result from 
a judicious promulgation of those literary stores of past times, 
which may otherwise be lost for ever. Yet, although so many 
months have elapsed since the formation of the first literary insti- 
tution in Wales, nothing whatever has yet been achieved in this 
way, and, what is worse, nothing appears to be contemplated. 
Now, wonld it not be highly advisable, with reference to this 
subject, that the superfluous subscriptions (if there be any) of the 
several societies should be united in one fund for the purpose 
alluded to ? And, perhaps, if this fund were deposited with the 
Cambrian Institution in London, it would be the most effectual 
method of accomplishing the proposed object. But, be this as 
it may, something ought speedily to be done in this respect, if it 
were only to rescue the Welsh societies from the disgrace of being 
considered merely as so many assemblies of sinecurotj, whose 
patriotism was to end with their professions. 

Old Manuscripts. — It would materially serve the cause of 
our national literature, if individuals in possession of any ancient 
and curious MSS. would make them known to the world. And, 
if no better medium should present itself, the Cambro-Briton 
would always be open to their communications. It is also to be 
hoped, that, among the other embryon projects of our literary 
institutions, that of searching foreign libraries for the ancient 
remains of Welsh genius and learning will not be forgotten. 



ERRORS CORRECTED. 

P. 55, 1 . 26,/or " charity," read chastity. — 1. 32,/or " is," read was. 

P. 56, 1. 23,/or " parablan ," read parablau. 

P. 58, 1.18, for " these," read those. 

P. 61, 1. 2,/or « Neinio," read Ninio.— 1. 88, for " Gadera," read Gadam 5 
after « Arch, of Wales," in the notes, insert Vol. ii. 

P. 74, 1. 6, for " hen," read ben.— 1. 19, for « refais," read cefais ; 1 20, 
for " gobm," read gclyn. 

P. 87, 1. 3, of the Poetry,/or « patients," read patriots. 



